In Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, we believe that God and the child have a unique relationship with one another, particularly before the age of six; that growth of this relationship should be assisted by the adult, but is directed by the Spirit of God; that children need their own place to foster the growth of that relationship; and that the child’s spiritual growth is best served through tangible but indirect means.
Our mission is to support catechists, parents, and others in the Church and beyond, as they grow in their understanding of the religious potential of children.
For the 2025 fiscal year, the diocese will provide $15,000 in support for the development of CGS in the parishes. The Diocese of Lansing is committed to supporting parishes that wish to invest in Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) to make this formation available to more children throughout the diocese. Scholarships are available to help parishes train catechists in the CGS methodology. This includes catechist training for Infant/Toddler, Level I, Level II and Level III. Grants are available to help parishes build, furnish or update their atrium/atria.
The process to apply for a CGS Scholarship or Grant includes:
1.   Online Application: A parish must request funding by submitting an online application to the Director of Parish Youth Discipleship. This process includes providing a case statement with basic information about the program or initiative (who?/what?/where?/when?/how?/why?/how much?).
The parish may append supplemental materials with its application, but the case statement itself must provide a clear explanation of the program or initiative as well as a projected budget.
2.    Approved Funding:
a.    Scholarships: If a Scholarship request is approved, the Diocese will provide the parish with up to $400* per catechist per fiscal year (July 1 – June 30).
b.    Grants: If a Grant request is approved, the Diocese will provide the parish with up to $2000* per fiscal year (July 1 – June 30).
c.    Funds will be disbursed to the parish via check for the approved amount only upon the Director of Parish Youth Discipleship receiving a detailed accounting of all final income and expenses, including itemized receipts, applicable to the program or initiative.
*Parishes are encouraged and expected to also invest some of their own money in their CGS initiative. If a parish does not need the full scholarship/grant amount available, please request only that which is needed so that these funds remain available for other parishes in need of growing their CGS programs as well.
3.    Application Review: The Diocesan Office of Parish Youth Discipleship will attempt to review and respond to all grant requests within two weeks of receiving a completed online application.
4.   Final Parish Report: No later than six months after the program or initiative has concluded, the parish must submit to the Director of Parish Youth Discipleship a final report explaining how the funds were spent. Include a summary of expenses along with all receipts and invoices. This final report need not be extensive but should clearly state the measure(s) by which the parish determined success. Photos (with captions) are also appreciated, if available.
Questions can be directed to: 
Brian Flynn, Diocesan Director of Parish Youth Discipleship
bflynn@dioceseoflansing.org

