How did we get to the 4th of July so fast!

| hope each of you can take a little time
over the next couple of months of sum-
mer and catch your breath and find
some time for relaxation. | really do ap-
preciate each one of you and I’'m happy
to be here serving our Diocese!

As you start a new week, or if you don’t
see this until later, | want to encourage
you to do this spiritual and mental exer-
cise all summer long.
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As you get out of bed in the morn-
ing, be aware of My Presence with
you. You may not be thinking
clearly yet, but | AM.

Invite Me into your thoughts by
whispering My Name. You will
gain confidence through knowing
that | am with you. You face noth-
ing alone.

It is this you-and-I-together factor
that gives you confidence to face
the day with grateful actions.
-Jesus Calling

In the morning You will hear my
voice; in the morning | will plead
before you and wait. Psalm 5:4
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Local Administrators

| want to encourage those who are ad-
ministrators of the VIRTUS website to set
aside some time, even if it’s an hour here
and there and begin to clean up your VIR-
TUS list of volunteers in your parish/
school .

As | visit parishes and schools, | quite
often show the administrator how to run
a Master List of all the volunteers listed in
“your” parish/school . The list of volun-
teers is typically very long in the VIRTUS
database. When we start to go over
names, | most often hear, “this person
has not been a part of our parish/school

for years.” Then the clean up begins.

Most importantly, do not EVER delete an
account. Simply make the account Inac-
tive if you are the ONLY parish listed. If
there are other parishes or schools listed,
only “uncheck” your parish/school name
and save. This will prevent the name

from showing up on your master list.

If you would like screen shots on how to
do this, just let me know and | am happy
to send to you.
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If an employee’s background check is
“~* processed by the employee when they
register on VIRTUS, how is the parish

notified if there is a hit? Does the par-

ish still need to run an ICHAT?

| keep a watch on the backgrounds
that are processed when an employee
processes their own through the regis-
tration process at VIRTUS . You will be
notified if something comes back and |
will call your Pastor to discuss. You do
not need to run an ICHAT.

Please look for three things before
allowing someone to volunteer.

1. VIRTUS trained.
2. Code of Conduct on file.

3. Criminal Background Check on file
(within the last 5 years)

If all three are not found, they are not
compliant by Diocesan Policy.

Safe Environment Newsletter

Continuing with the CYP survey results.
Question 3.

Q-3 | am confident that the employees and vol-
unteers know when and how to contact our dioc-
esan Victim Assistance Coordinator if they are
faced with an allegation of sexual abuse of a mi-
nor by a church employee/volunteer.

Yes, they know how to do this 45%

Not really sure they know how to 55%

The Victim’s Assistance Coordinator (VAC) is Cheryl
Williams-Hecksel at 1-888-308-6252. There are
several places that anyone should be able to find
the number.

In every school and parish’s high traffic areas
there should be posters (see next page).

Each person who takes a Protecting God’s Children
live session should be given an informational pam-
phlet that is titled Protecting God’s Children. The
VAC contact information is in there. Let me know
if you would like some for your parish/school.

The VAC contact information can be found on the
Diocese of Lansing website.

| would like to encourage you to talk to your pas-
tor about periodically putting this parish bulletin:

If you have been abused or victimized by someone
representing the Catholic Church ...

Please believe in the possibility for hope and help
and healing. We encourage you to come forward
and speak out. Every diocese in the United States
now has a Victim Assistance Coordinator who is
available to obtain support for your needs, to help
make a formal complaint of abuse to the diocese,
and to arrange a personal meeting with the bish-
op or his representative if you desire.

The Victim Assistance Coordinator for the Dio-
cese of Lansing is: Cheryl Williams-Hecksel,
LMSW
1-888-308-6252
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PROMISE
TO PROTECT
PLEDGE TO HEAL
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If you have been abused or victimized by someone representing the Catholic Church ...

Please believe in the possibility for hope and help and healing. We encourage you to come
forward and speak out. Every diocese in the United States now has a Victim Assistance
Coordinator who is available to obtain support for your needs, to help make a formal
complaint of abuse to the diocese, and to arrange a personal meeting with the bishop or his
representative if you desire. The Victim Assistance Coordinator for the Diocese of Lansing is:

Cheryl Williams-Hecksel, LMSW, ACSW
1.888.308.6252
cwilliamshecksel@dioceseoflansing.org
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PROMESA DE PROTEGER
COMPROMISO PARA
SANAR

Coordinador o coordinadora de asistencia a las victimas Si has sido victima de abuso por alguien
que representa la Iglesia Catdlica...

Por favor, cree en la posibilidad de esperanza, y de ayuda y sanacion. Te exhortamos a
presentarte y declarar. Cada (arqui)diocesis/eparquia en Estados Unidos tiene ahora un
coordinador o coordinadora de asistencia a las victimas a quien puedes acudir para que
te apoye en tus necesidades, te ayude a hacer una denuncia formal de abuso ante la
(arqui)dioccesis/eparquia, y a solicitar una reunion personal con el obispo o su representante, si
asi lo deseas. El coordinador o coordinadora de asistencia a las victimas en tu (arqui) didcesis/
eparquia es:

2 Cheryl Williams-Hecksel, LMSW, ACSW
DTN
O ON 1.888.308.6252
{‘j ’*‘\;\/\\ cwilliamshecksel@dioceseoflansing.org
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HU’A BAO VE
CAM KET HAN GAN VET
THU O'NG.

Néu ban da bi lam dung hodac la nan nhan cua mét ai do dai dién cho Giao Héi
Cobng Giao .....

Xin hay tin vao kha nang dé& thdy dwoc niém hy vong, suw gilp d& va han gan vét thwong
long. Chung tdi khuyén khich ban manh dan ndi ra sw viéc. Hién nay méi Téng Gido Phan/
Giao Phan/ Giao Khu Chinh Théng Giao tai Hoa Ky déu c6 mét bieu Phéi Vién giup d& nan
nhan, san sang hé trg cho nhu ciu cla ban, gilip ban chinh thire khiéu nai vé viéc lam dung
tinh duc dé&n Téng Gido Phan/Gido Phan/ Gido Khu Chinh Théng Gido va sap x&p mét cudc
gap g& ca nhan v¢i giam muc hodc vi dai dién cua ngai, néu ban mudn. biéu Phbi Vién gilp
d& nan nhan cho Tong Gidao Phéan /Gido phéan /Giao Khu Chinh Théng Gido cla ban la:

Cheryl Williams-Hecksel, LMSW, ACSW

f&\ 1.888.308.6252
700 cwilliamshecksel@dioceseoflansing.org
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