


COURAGE AND
ENCOURAGE

COURAGE is a spiritual support
group helping Catholic men and
women live in accordance with the
Catholic Church’s teaching on same-
sex attraction and/or behavior.
Courage members strive to develop
lives of interior chastity in union
with Christ through participation in
the sacraments, prayer, fellowship
and moral support. Each Courage
meeting is moderated by a priest.

ENCOURAGE is a separate spiritual
support group for families and
friends of loved ones with same-

sex attraction. For information,
call: Courage Office at 517-351-3315
or visit their website at www.
courageRC.net. All contacts are
confidential.

ROSE MASS
The Rose Mass for medical
personnel in the Lansing Diocese
will take place on the evening of
March 1, 2008 in Ann Arbor. The
bishop will celebrate the Mass and a
dinner with speaker will follow. For
more information, contact: Janet

Holtz at www.cmalansing.org.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
SEMINARS

Human Trafficking/Juvenile
Sexploitation Seminars will be held
in Flint and Ann Arbor on April
24 and 25 respectively. Experts in
immigration law, the FBI, medicine
and academia as well as personal
testimony will be presented. For
more information, contact Rory at

rhoipkemier@dioceseoflansing.org.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES ﬂj

CAREGIVER & PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
RETREAT DAY
Ministry with Persons with disAbilities is having a retreat day at St.
Casimir Parish on Saturday, January 26, 2008 beginning at 2:00pm and
ending with 5:00pm Mass with parishioners. The Caregiver speaker is
Paula Young, Coordinator of Social Ministry at St. Casimir. RSVP by

contacting: 517-342-2497 or jdavis@dioceseoflansing.org.

SILENT AUCTION & DINNER FUNDRAISER
The 2nd Annual Silent Auction & Dinner Fundraiser for Rainbow Homes
(Christian non-profit supported living for adults with cognitive disabilities
in Holt) will be held at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Lansing on
Saturday, February 2, 2008 at 6:00pm. Dinner tickets are available at
$30.00 a person. Keynote speaker: 1st Gentleman, Daniel Mulhern.
Contact: Joann Davis at 517-342-2497 or jdavis@dioceseoflansing.org.
For Auction information, visit www.rainbow-homes.org.

DISABILITY RESOURCES
Exceptional Teaching, A Comprehensive Guide for Including Students
with Disabilities by Jim Pierson is now available online. This innovative
program is interactive and it will guide you through the successful
implementation of a disability ministry. This online program, complete
with video segments, interactive exercises and a wealth of resources, gives
you and your church all of the tools you will need to answer God’s calling to
create and implement a disability ministry in your community. Educators,
parents of those with disabilities and even people with disabilities
themselves will guide you through the stages of ministry conception, direct
ministry to individuals and families and community outreach.

http://www.ccth.org/education/index.html

PERSONAL LISTENING SYSTEMS
There are many people who may need hearing aids but for one reason or
another do not have them. Priests, ministers and counselors who work on
a one-to-one basis with hard of hearing or elderly parishioners/clients are
often challenged to make themselves understood. These hard of hearing
people could benefit by using a personal listening system. The devices
are battery operated, portable and cost approximately $150. Meant to be
used in situations where the two parties are less than ten feet apart, these
devices are ideal for counseling, hospital and nursing home visits. Various
types of headsets can be used with the system. For more information,
please contact: Rose Smith at 517-342-2532 or rsmith@dioceseoflansing.
org.

ICDA-MIDWEST REGIONAL CONFERENCE
Flint Catholic Deaf Group # 83 is hosting this conference at the Kellogg
Center at MSU on April 25 - 27, 2008. The theme is “Together with Jesus”
and Fr. Michael Depcik, OSFS will be the main presenter. Registration
forms or further information can be obtained by contacting: rsmith@

dioceseoflansing.org.



CATHOLIC CHARITIES ﬂj

LEFT TO TELL
Left to Tell by Immaculee Ilibagiza is the more-than-inspiring true story of
a survivor of the Rwandan genocide of 1994. Immaculee’s growth in her
Catholic faith and prayer life, as well as her grace-filled forgiveness of those
who slaughtered her family, is a story you cannot put down and will want
to share with others. The book is available for $9.00 from the Life Justice

Office. Contact: Colleen at candrews@dioceseoflansing.org.

PRO-LIFE MARCH
On January 22, 2008, you will once again see thousands of pro-life
families, clergy and individuals March for Life in Washington, D.C. Buses
will be going from Pinckney as well as other locations around the diocese.
If you have an interest in attending this year’s march, contact: Rory at

rhoipkemier@dioceseoflansing.org.

INTRODUCTION TO NFP CLASSES
The Introduction to Natural Family Planning classes will be offered as
follows:

« Saturday, January 26, 2008, 10:30am - 12:00pm, St. Patrick, Brighton,
MI

« Monday, January 28, 2008, 7:00 - 9:00pm, St. Martha, Okemos, MI

« Sunday, February 10, 2008, 5:00 - 6:00pm, St. John the Evangelist,
Davison, MI

Pre-registration is required for all participants. For more information,

contact: NFP Program at 517-342-2587 or nfp@dioceseoflansing.org. You
can obtain the 2008 Introduction Class Schedule on our website.

NFP CLASSES OFFERED IN THE DIOCESE OF LANSING
In the Diocese of Lansing, the following methods of Natural Family
Planning are taught:

« Billings Ovulation Method - (all our Ovulation Classes will be $20.00 per
couple)

*** February 9, 2008, 10:00am at St. Anthony Church, Hillsdale
*** March 12, 2008, 7:00pm at St. Anthony Church, Hillsdale

« Family of Americas Ovulation Method - (classes are $20.00 per couple)
*** February 16, 2008, 10:00am at Diocese of Lansing, NFP Office
Call: 517-342-2587 to register.

« Sympto-Thermal Method as taught by Couple to Couple League (CCL)
*** need to check website for 2008 classes: ccl-mi.org

« Creighton Model - A Creighton Model NFP teacher, Amanda Venema,
is now available for those who may be struggling with fertility and want
to remain faithful to the Church’s teaching. Amanda will also refer you
to doctors in the area who work with fertility problems. Contact her at

venemafamily@cablespeed.com.

We currently have “Why Should We Use Natural Family Planning?” and
“What is Natural Family Planning?” brochures in Spanish for those who
request them besides our Spanish DVD on NFP.

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE
If you are like the majority of
people, your New Years resolution
has been made and broken several
times over by the time you are
reading this. With no specific
explanation as to why, it just
seems that breaking a New Years
resolution is just part of the process.
Reflecting on this yearly tradition
can bring a bit of insight. Christ
told us not to worry about tomorrow
or about the past. Today is enough
for us. Those resolutions seem
much more manageable when they
are broken down to one day at a
time. Seek to do His will today.
Love as He loves us.

As we begin this new year,

please remember those who

are incarcerated and those who

are stigmatized by a previous
conviction. Please remember that
we are all brothers and sisters. If
you are able, lighten someone’s load
today.

DOL/MLK BLOOD DRIVES
Now in its eighth year, the Diocese
of Lansing/Red Cross MLK Blood
Drives are a unique way of honoring
the ministry, life and remembrance
of Dr. King and making it a day
of sacrificial giving by “Giving the
Gift of Life” for others. Drives will
take place at various sites from
January 14th to January 25th.
Sponsored by the Office of Black
Catholic Ministry, Catholics are
encouraged to donate blood at any
of the sponsored sites which can
be found online at http://www.

dioceseoflansing.org/blackcatholic/
drive_locationso8.pdf.


http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/blackcatholic/drive_locations08.pdf
http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/blackcatholic/drive_locations08.pdf
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PASTORAL PLANNING

ANGELS OUTREACH MINISTRY
The Pastoral Planning Office has seen a wealth of good ideas come to life
as the work of pastoral planning goes on in our parishes. Since March
2006, we have been featuring one of these ideas each month via the
“Sharing the Wealth” link on the diocesan webpage. We have fleshed-
out each idea in an article that tells you everything you need to know,
including contacts who will help you get started. As we add one each
month, it’s becoming an impressive array of success stories. There are
23 articles there now. Probably there's one or more that your parish can
adopt and adapt.

Faced with increases in street crime, family abuse, assaults, and drug-
related crimes, the Angels Outreach Ministry of Sacred Heart Parish in
Flint addresses the needs of children in the neighborhood who are at home
in vulnerable situations on weekends and in the summer when school

is not in session. Find out how the parish has given the children a safe
place to play to help keep them off the streets. Check out the "Sharing the
Wealth" link at www.dioceseoflansing.org to read the entire article.
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FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION
Saturday, February 2, 2008 is the Feast of the Presentation. This special
Feast is a day the Church sets aside to honor all consecrated and religious.
In keeping with that tradition, the noon Mass at the Cathedral on February
2 will be a celebration of consecrated and religious in our Diocese. All are
invited to attend this Mass as we thank God for these men and women who
have laid down their life for the Lord.

All priests, deacons, religious and consecrated are warmly invited (and
encouraged!) to attend. Please contact: Sr. Mary Ann Foggin, SGL at

517-342-2506 or mfoggin@dioceseoflansing.org for more information.

FR. DANIEL JONES
Please join the Formation Department in welcoming Fr. Daniel Jones
on Friday, February 22 at St. Agnes, Fowlerville, 9:00am - 2:30pm at an
ongoing formation event - Faith, Hope, Charity.

Fr. Jones is a priest of the Archdiocese of Detroit and currently serves

as Assistant Professor of Theology at Sacred Heart Major Seminary. He
has given numerous retreats and seminars for laity, religious, priests and
seminarians in the United States and abroad. He annually gives retreats to
the Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta. In addition to his responsibilities
as a professor and spiritual director at the seminary, Fr. Jones serves as
weekend assistant at St. Thomas Moore Parish in Troy.

Registration brochures have been sent via the mail and electronically. The
cost for the day, including lunch, is just $15.00. St. Agnes has a daily Mass
at 8:15am for those who wish to attend. Contact: Arlene at awoelfel@

dioceseoflansing.org or 517-342-2510.
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FORMATION

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Region VI Forum for Pastoral Leadership
Webers’ Inn, Ann Arbor
Theme: “The Prophetic Spirituality of Jesus”

Vocations Week - Baptism of the Lord
Presentation of the Lord
Ash Wednesday

Priest Lenten Day of Reflection with Bishop
SFRC, DeWitt, 10:30am - 3:30pm
Diocesan Staff Retreat Day, FRC

Easter

Vocations to the Priesthood Sunday - Good
Shepherd Sunday - promote vocations to priesthood

Women’s Discernment to Religious Life Retreat

- any single woman is invited to discern God’s call to
consecrated life

PPMA Spring Event - Brighton - pastoral ministers
day of reflection, Presenter: Nick Synko

Priest Annual Retreat - Bethany House, DeWitt
Presenter: Fr. Timothy Gallagher

Permanent Diaconate Discernment Day

Diocesan Center - Madonna Hall, 2:00 - 5:00pm

2nd Annual Golf Tournament for Seminarians -
raising money for seminarian costs

Permanent Deacon Aspirants Day of Reflection
St. Francis Retreat Ctr., DeWitt, 9:00am - 4:00pm

Diaconate Formation Board Interviews
Celebrating 30 years of Loyola Program

Holy Hour for Vocations - no Ordinations in 2008
Senior Priest Appreciation Luncheon

Priest Summer Day - Bethany House, DeWitt

Presenter: Msgr. Jeffrey Monforton, Rector of
Sacred Heart Seminary

Lugnuts Game - family night celebrating Vocations
2nd Annual Priest Golf Outing

2nd Annual “Run thru Hell” - raising money for
seminarian costs. Hell, Michigan

Vocations to Permanent Diaconate - possible
gathering to celebrate deacons

August 10
Feast of St. Lawrence - Deacon

August 14 - 17
Seminarian Summer Gathering at
Bethany House

August 16

Conversations in Ministry
Diocesan Center, Madonna Hall -
9:00am - 3:00pm

Theme: Diversity Workshop or
“Chataqua”

Presenter: Ron Landfair, Director,
Black Catholic Ministry

August 16
Candidacy Mass for Seminarians

August 17
Prospective Seminarian Dinner with
Bishop

August 17 - 18
Discernment Retreat for Seminarian
Prospects

August 20

Permanent Diaconate Rite of
Candidacy

St. Mary Cathedral - Vesper Service
- 7:00pm

Reception to follow in Madonna
Hall

August 28

Permanent Diaconate Institution to
Acolyte

St. Mary Cathedral - Mass - 7:00pm

Reception to follow in Madonna
Hall

October 3 -5
Deacon Community Convocation
Shanty Creek - Bellaire, MI

Theme: “Renewing Sunday
Preaching”

Presenters: NOCERCC team

October 6 - 9

3o0th Annual Presbyteral
Convocation

Shanty Creek - Bellaire, MI
Theme: “Renewing Sunday
Preaching”

Presenters: NOCERCC team



STATE YOUNG ADULT
CONFERENCE

...is March 29 at St. Francis of
Assisi Church in Ann Arbor. Each
workshop round will feature two
workshops in Spanish and four in
English. Translation equipment
will be used to enable our Spanish
speaking young adults to enjoy the
whole event. Program schedule
includes lunch, supper workshops,
keynote, liturgy and much more.

PARISH STAFF OPENINGS
The Offices of Catechesis,
Evangelization, RCIA and Adult
Faith Formation and Youth and
Young Adult Ministry run a
clearinghouse of information for
parishes with ministry openings for
Director of Religious Education,
Director of Adult Faith Formation,
RCIA Director, Director of
Evangelization, Coordinator of
Youth Ministry and Pastoral
Minister. We share the information
we receive from parishes with
individuals who are looking for
positions and with those parishes
which are looking for applicants.

If your parish — or you as an
individual — are considering a
change, we want to help. The
Diocese does not hire parish
ministers, but can give assistance
and review the background and
experience of candidates before a
position is offered.

You can request a copy of the
Diocesan Hiring Guidelines for
Parish Catechetical Leaders or
the Diocesan Hiring Guidelines
for Coordinators of Youth
Ministry that contain: leadership
models, job descriptions and
approaches to developing a job
description, background and skills
required for positions, interviewing
techniques and a checklist of duties
for a search committee. Call:
Michael Andrews at 517-342-2479,
Pete Ries at 517-342-2486 or Pat
Rinker at 517-342-248s5.

EDUCATION AND CATECHESIS

CAFE

Goal 1: Create comprehensive continuing adult education
and formation opportunities.
b From Sr. Janet Schaeffler in the Archdiocese of Detroit: Many

parishes organize visits to their parishioners on a regular
basis. These can be done by the pastoral team, pastor and/
or parishioners on a visitation committee. When the visit takes place,
can things be done to intentionally help ongoing faith development? Are
parishioners asked about their interests so that materials can be sent or
opportunities shared that might answer their questions or connect them
to groups that can help deepen their faith? CDs or DVDs of various talks,
reflections and the Sunday liturgies can be taken to the shut-ins. The
visitors can spend some time talking to them about the tape on their next
visit.

320

cafe

MASS & BRUNCH WITH THE BISHOP
February 24, St. Thomas, East Lansing

Please go to our young adult website for registration material:
http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/youngadult/index.html
When: Sunday, February 24, 2008

Where: St. Thomas, East Lansing

Time: 11:00am Mass (brunch begins following mass)

Registration Deadlines and Cost:
Postmarked on or before February 18, 2008 the cost is $10 per person

Postmarked after February 18, 2008. The cost is $12 per person (If you are
registering at the door, please call ahead for a food count.)

For more information, please call: The Young Adult Ministry Office - Pat
Rinker at 517-342-2485 or Kimmel Griwatsch at 517-342-2484.

Join us for:

» Moving parish liturgy presided over by Bishop Mengeling

« Opportunity to meet other young adults

« Wonderful meal catered by St. Thomas Young Adult Ministry
« An opportunity to listen and converse with Bishop Mengeling

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH RALLY
Saturday March 8, Powers Catholic High School, Flint

Our keynote presenters will be Apex. Apex features Gene and Brad, two
slightly off center jugglers who will dazzle you with their school, befuddle
you with their humor and inspire you with their Christian message and
witness. Teens and adults both love them. They have performed for
several national conferences and diocesan rallies. Also featured are Metro
Inflatables, dancing, food, music and an inspiring liturgy. Registration
material is available on our diocesan website.

DIOCESAN YOUTH LEADERSHIP CAMP

...application process is now in progress. Registration material has
been sent to parishes and is available on our website at: http://www.

dioceseoflansing.org/youthministry/campforms.pdf.
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EDUCATION AND CATECHESIS

FROM THE OFFICE OF WORSHIP
Goal 6: Foster and enhance spirituality and worship which will
deepen our relationship with God and the Church.
1) Please advertise (and plan on attending) the eleventh annual Liturgy
and Music Conference, "Signs of Our Salvation." It is scheduled for
Saturday, February 2, 2008 and will be hosted by St. John the Evangelist
Church in Fenton. The focus will be on the Roman Ritual. Our featured
presenter will be noted liturgist and preacher Fr. J-Glenn Murray, SJ.
Encourage the liturgical ministers of your parishes to come and to take
advantage of the group discounts. The brochure is available online now at:

www.dioceseoflansing.org/worship/LitMusicConf2008.pdf.

2) The Rite of Distributing Holy Communion Outside Mass is
found in Chapter I of Holy Communion and Worship of the Eucharist
Outside Mass. Since it has several options, the Office of Worship has
created two distinct texts for presiders — one for a priest or deacon; and
one for an extraordinary minister of Holy Communion. Since this rite is
used infrequently at most parishes, having a prepared presider's text will
put the leader at ease.

You may download both texts from our website:

www.dioceseoflansing.org/worship/PTDistCommOQutsideMass

priestdeacon.pdf

www.dioceseoflansing.org/worship/PTCommunionOutsideMass.pdf

3) "Sing to the Lord: Music in Divine Worship" was recently
approved by the USCCB. It is an update of two very helpful documents --
"Music in Catholic Worship" (1972) and "Liturgical Music Today" (1982).
A workshop on this important new document will be given by Michelle
Ogren at the February 2nd Liturgy Conference. You may download the full

text at www.usccb.org/liturgy/SingToThelLord.pdf.

4) January 18 - 25, 2008, the world will mark the 100th anniversary of
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The Office of Worship has
posted several resources on their website, including a variety of ecumenical
services. The very act of planning these services with other Christian
leaders and musicians in your community is an exercise in understanding.

NATIONAL PASTORAL PLAN FOR
ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Goal 3: Provide vibrant, lifelong faith formation opportunities which
enable us to live the Gospel.
This is the final of 15 brief citations of sections
of the pastoral on adult faith formation
that are being cited for consideration by
parish leaders and parish adult education
committees. To order a copy for $5.95 plus
shipping or a copy of the Leader’s Guide for
the pastoral for $8.95 plus shipping, contact:
Margaret Grima at 571-342-2555 or mgrima@
dioceseofolansing.org.

A) some theory: “The
implementation of this pastoral
plan can bring about profound
transformation and renewal in

our nation, our dioceses and our
parishes. But the plan needs to

be embraced first by diocesan and
parish leaders, embodied in pastoral
structures and services and put into
practice by well-prepared ministers.
Here are steps to take to begin this
process of implementation” (P. 56).

B) some implications: “Study
the plan, pray about it and discuss
it with others. Analyze the situation
in which adults actually live in
Church and society. Carefully
research and assess local needs and
resources. Develop action steps

for implementing the plan. The
implementation of this plan will

be characterized by its realism,
simplicity, conciseness and clarity”
(pp. 56-57).

C) some strategy: “Make a
commitment of financial resources.
It is not enough to talk about the
need for adult faith formation;
actions are also essential. Budgets
and personnel decisions will need
to be reconsidered in light of this
plan. The challenge will be to
provide resources to build adult
faith without undermining other
educational activities already

engaged” (p. 59).

PASTORAL MINISTERS/
ADMINISTRATORS
RETREAT
Goal 6.2: Offer opportunities for
personal and communal spiritual

renewal.

All are invited to participate in
this retreat on Thursday, February
28, 8:00am - 3:00pm at Bethany
House, DeWitt (opening prayer
begins at 9:00am). Dr. Mary
Dumm will lead this day of
reflection, sharing and relaxation
with others involved in educational,
catechetical and pastoral ministry.
For registration materials, contact:
Claudia Kaloz at 517-342-2482 or

ckaloz@dioceseoflansing.org.
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DIOCESAN CALENDAR
JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2008

January 16 Diocesan CAFé Advisory Committee - Diocesan January 31 National Appreciation Day for Catholic Schools
Center, 9:30am - 12:30pm February 2 Presentation of the Lord
Diocesan Christian Initiation Advisory Committee Liturgy & Music Conference - St. John the
- Diocesan Center, 12:00 - 3:00pm Evangelist, Fenton, 8:00am - 3:30pm
January 17 Diocesan Pastoral Council Meeting Confirmation - St. Thomas, Ann Arbor, 11:00am
Diocesan Board of Education & Catechesis - February 4 Young Adult Council - Diocesan Center, 6:30pm
Diocesan Center, 6:15pm Confirmation - IHM/St. Casimir (at IHM),
January 21 Martin Luther King Jr. Day Lansing, 7:00pm
January 21 - 22  National Prayer Vigil for Life February 6 Ash Wednesday
January 22 35th Annual March for Life, Washington, DC February 7 Diocesan Coordinating Commission
CCMI Monthly meeting, Diocesan Center, Regional Gathering/Diocesan Evangelization
Logos, 12:00 - 1:00pm Inservice - TBA, 6:00 - 9:00pm
January 25 12th Anniversary of the Ordination of Bishop Carl February7-8  NACARE (National Advisory Committee on Adult
F. Mengeling Religious Education) Region VI - Weber Center,
January 26 Caregiver & Person with disAbilities Retreat Days Adrian
2008, St. Casimir Parish, Lansing, 2:00 - 5:00pm  February 9 Rite of Election and the Call to Continuing
Confirmation - St. Michael, Grand Ledge, 4:30pm Conversion - St. Francis of Assisi, Ann Arbor,
January 27 Worldwide Evangelization Appeal 11:00am
Confirmation - St. Rita, Clarklake, 11:00am Youth Events - Queen of the Miraculous Medal,
Jan. 27 - Feb. 2  Catholic Schools Week Jackson, 10:00am
January 28 Catholic Schools Week Liturgy - St. Mary February 10 First Sunday of Lent
Cathedral, Lansing, 10:00am Home Mission (Black & Native American)
January 29 Diocesan Evangelization Advisory Committee - Collection
Diocesan Center, 9:30am - 12:30pm February 13 Retreat Day for Persons who are Blind/Sight

Impaired, Diocesan Center, 9:30am - 3:00pm
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