




CATHOLIC CHARITIES

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE
With over two million people incarcerated in the United States, this nation 
leads the free world in its prison population.  Our prisons are changing 
from a punitive to a rehabilitative model where prisoners are afforded 
opportunity for self-improvement while in prison.  However, whether 
punitive or rehabilitative in nature, the only thing certain about 95% of 
the population of prisoners is that they will, eventually, return to society 
(currently, nearly 12,000 per year in Michigan).  We cannot ignore them; 
they need our help.  Welcoming them back means we must invest our 
time and talent.  Lip service does not accomplish anything.  Our personal 
involvement is the key to their successful transition.  We can assist by 
providing transportation, friendship, job counseling, assistance with job 
applications, mentoring or in many other ways.  We urge you to pray about 
this and search your heart to see if there is room for someone who needs 
you.  Call: Tim Metts, Director of Restorative Justice at 517-342-2495 or 
Colleen Andrews, Secretary at 517-342-2560

CATHOLICS AND FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP
John Carr, Secretary, USCCB Department of Social Development and 
World Peace, has represented the USCCB at the Vatican in Northern 
Ireland, South Africa, Central America, Eastern Europe, Russia, 
Vietnam and the Middle East.  He has written on Catholics and political 
responsibility, housing and mediating structures and often speaks on 
Catholic Social Teaching and the moral dimensions of key public issues.  
John will be speaking on Catholics and Faithful Citizenship on 
September 19 at 10:30am, St. Joseph in Dexter and at 7:00pm, St. John’s 
Student Parish in East Lansing. 

EMBRYONIC STEM CELL RESEARCH
This issue will be on the ballot in November and many are confused 
about the differences between adult and embryonic stem cell research.  
For information, go to the Michigan Catholic Conference website or Do 
No Harm: The Coalition of Americans for Research Ethics, Michigan 
Community Blood Centers, National Catholic Bioethics Center, National 
Marrow Donor Program and the USCCB Pro-Life Office. 

BISHOP’S STATEMENT ON PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION
Most Reverend Earl Boyea, Bishop of Lansing, issued the following 
statement after Governor Jennifer Granholm vetoed Senate Bill 776, 
legislation which would ban partial-birth abortion in Michigan:

“I am very proud to be a citizen of Michigan where we do not execute even 
the cruelest criminal.  Today, however, I am deeply saddened that our state 
permits the execution of an innocent baby through the process of partial 
birth abortion.  The people of this state by direct vote in 2004 and through 
their elected legislators in this year, 2008, have justly condemned this evil.  
The governor, by vetoing yet again the will of the people, is allowing this 
barbaric act to continue.  Persons of good will are encouraged to contact 
the governor and their legislators to express the need to protect the most 
vulnerable among us.”

 ST. VINCENT CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES

While St. Vincent Catholic Charities 
(STVCC) provides services for 
children through their Children’s 
Home, foster care and adoption, 
there is another service provided 
that is little known.  STVCC 
provides Family Preservation, a 
program designed to keep families 
intact.  Many parents want to do 
what is right by their children, but 
perhaps did not have positive role 
modeling as they grew up or have 
never acquired the tools to succeed 
as a parent.  When the courts 
become involved with a family over 
concerns of parenting issues that 
can adversely affect the children, 
but could also be corrected, the 
courts will at times give the parents 
the opportunity to take steps to 
either keep or regain custody of 
their children.  

Parents who need to address 
addictions, some abusive or hygiene 
concerns may be referred to STVCC 
Family Preservation Services.  The 
staff of STVCC work one-on-one 
with the parents to help educate, 
support and partner with them to 
grow and take the steps to keep 
their family together and healthy.  

In 2006, one hundred percent of 
families served through STVCC 
Family Preservation remained 
together.  

In 2007, all but one family made 
the necessary changes to stay intact.  
Many studies show that children 
who are able to return home to a 
stable and loving family, versus 
remaining in the foster care system, 
do substantially better throughout 
life.  

To learn more visit www.stvcc.org 
or contact: Gina Villas, Director 
of Child Welfare for St. Vincent 
Catholic Charities at 323-4734 ext. 
1615 or villasg@stvcc.org. 

mailto:tmetts@dioceseoflansing.org
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pastoral planning

Sharing the Weatlh
Social Justice Ministry at 

St. Therese Parish in Lansing
This month on the Share the Wealth webpage, we highlight the work of 
St. Therese Parish in Lansing where they have found a myriad of ways to 
contribute to the Christian mandate to foster social justice in our world.  
The efforts of the Parish Social Ministry Commission include: Advocacy 
Corner, a Catechetical Reflection and Giving Tree Farm to name a few.  
To find out about these programs and more, check out the "Sharing the 
Wealth" link at www.dioceseoflansing.org to read the entire article.

ministry certification
Effective April 30, 2008 – April 30, 2013 the following lay ecclesial 
ministers hold diocesan certification as noted below:

Catechetical Leader 
Marlene B. Zebrowski, Level V, Advanced

Kimberly A. Greenburg, Level IV, Intermediate
Sharon L. Hardenberg, Level III, Basic
Joan E. Hartley, Level IV, Intermediate

Marie A. Sheridan, Level IV, Intermediate
		

Pastoral Associate/Minister
Kimberly A.  Greenburg Level IV, Intermediate

Rose M. Smith Level IV, Intermediate

Pastoral Minister 
Mary K. Carey Level V, Advanced

Colleen L. Asher Level IV, Intermediate
Margaret E. York Level III, Basic

						    
Omitted from the list of certified Lay Ecclesial Ministers, published in 
December 2007, was Jeanne J.M. Sartor.  She is certified as a Pastoral 
Associate/Minister at Level V, Advanced.  Her certification is effective 
November 30, 2007  – November 30, 2011.

Ministry 
Certification with 

USCCB Approval
The Diocese of Lansing 
Certification Standards and 
Procedures for pastoral associates/
ministers, pastoral coordinators, 
parish catechetical leaders 
and youth ministry leaders are 
approved by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Commission on Certification 
and Accreditation (USCCB/
CCA) located at 3211 South Lake 
Drive, Suite 317, St. Francis, WI  
53235-3702; 414-486-0139, www.
usccb.cca.org.

FORMATION

Ministry Certification 
Ministry Certification with USCCB 
Approval is a designation of 
professional competence given to 
lay persons who serve in leadership 
positions for a parish or Church 
based ministry.  Lay ecclesial 
ministers can apply for ministry 
certification by contacting the 
Director of one of the following:
• Catechesis (DREs)
• Evangelization, RCIA and 
Adult Faith Formation (Program 
Directors)
• Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
(Youth Ministers)
• Lay Ministry (Pastoral Ministers & 
Pastoral Associates) 

Parish program leaders are eligible 
for Ministry Certification at the 
Basic, Intermediate and Advanced 
Levels after they have completed 
academic studies in theology, 
fulfilled spiritual formation 
requirements and served in a 
ministry leadership position for a 
minimum of one year.

Provisional Certification is given to 
ministers at level I - after at least 8 
hours of ministry training and level 
II after the person has completed 
between 6 and 15 academic credits 
and participated in foundational 
workshops for spiritual formation.
Contact: Nancy Joseph at njoseph@
dioceseoflansing.org.

http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/pastoralplanning/sharingprograms.html
http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/pastoralplanning/sharingprograms.html
http://www.usccb.org
mailto:njoseph@dioceseoflansing.org


FORMATION

August 17
Prospective Seminarian Information Dinner with Bishop Boyea

3:00 to 6:00pm
Bethany House, DeWitt

This is an informational dinner for men discerning the priesthood.
~ For information and registration ~

Please contact: Jane Sessions at 517-342-2504 or 
jsessions@dioceseoflansing.org.

September 19
Faithful Citizenship - presenter John Carr - USSCB

10:30am - 12:00pm
St. Joseph, Dexter

OR  
7:00 - 8:30pm, St. John, East Lansing

For more information, please contact: Rory Hoipkemier, Catholic 
Charities at 517-342-2469 or rhoipkemier@dioceseoflansing.org.

August 9
2nd Annual “Run thru Hell” - raising money for college seminarian costs  
Hell, Michigan (near St. Mary, Pinckney)

August 9 - 10
Feast of St. Lawrence - Deacon - Vocations to Permanent Diaconate 
celebrated this weekend in parishes as per regional preparation

August 14 - 17
Seminarian Summer Gathering at Bethany House

August 16
Conversations in Ministry – 
Theme: Diversity Workshop or 
“Chataqua”
9:00am - 3:00pm
Resurrection, Lansing
Presenter: Ron Landfair, Director, 
Black Catholic Ministry
Registration - contact: Nancy 
Joseph at 517-342-2512 or 
njoseph@dioceseoflansing

August 17 - 18
Discernment Retreat for Seminarian 
Prospects, Bethany House , DeWitt

August 27
Permanent Diaconate Rite of 
Candidacy and Institution to 
Acolyte
St. Mary Cathedral
Mass - 7:00pm
Reception to follow in St. Mary 
Cathedral Parish Hall

October 3 - 5
Deacon Community Convocation - 
Shanty Creek 
“Renewing Sunday Preaching”  
presented by Fr. Ray John Marek. 
Invitations have already gone 
out.  If you have not received your 
registration form, please let Anne 
know at: 517-342-2510 or arivet@
dioceseoflansing.org.

October 6 - 9
30th Annual Presbyteral 
Convocation - Shanty Creek 
“Renewing Sunday Preaching”
- presented by Fr. Daniel H. Harris.  
Invitations will be mailed first week 
of August.

upcoming events

seminarian Golf Outing
Join us Tuesday, September 9th, 2008 at 
Hawk Hollow and Eagle Eye for the Seminarian 
Golf Outing Fund Raiser, sponsored by the Diocese 
of Lansing and the Knights of Columbus.  For 
registration and sponsorship information, contact: 

517-342-2503 or pohearn@dioceseoflansing.org.

mailto:njoseph@dioceseoflansing.org
mailto:arivet@dioceseoflansing.org


CAFÉ
Goal 3.1: Create comprehensive continuing adult 
education and formation opportunities.
Marketing and publicity are critical to the success of 
adult faith formation.  
• Advertise your programs through FAITH Magazine.  
Your parish receives a monthly fax seeking information.  
Use this to promote your programming to all your 
registered households by using the white strip for 

advertising on the outside back cover.  
• You can advertise to all the households of the diocese by adding to the 
CAFÉ section on the inside of the magazine.  Send information 8 weeks in 
advance.  Call: Elizabeth Solsburg at 517-342-2594. 
• You can also email program information to Pete Ries at pries@
dioceseoflansing.org so that it can be included on our website under 
Continuing Adult Faith Formation Opportunities.  New 
information can be on the website in 3 - 5 days.
• Various types of CAFÉ logos are available at www.faithmag.com/cafe.
• Sets of 8 different CAFÉ posters are free by contacting: Ava Pung at 
517-342-2484 or apung@dioceseoflansing.org.

DREs/CYMs/PASTORAL MINISTERS/PRINCIPALS
Common Strategy 3: Assist every parish to develop a plan to improve 
communication.
A reminder to all administrators/pastoral ministers that Wednesday, 
September 17 is a Legal Issues Day.  We will meet at the Diocesan Center 
with registration at 9:00am.  There will be a fall business meeting for 
DREs/CYMs/Pastoral Minister after lunch that same afternoon.  Please 
mark your calendars.

LEADERSHIP FORMATION
Goal 7.2: Engage more adults in ministry with youth & young adults.
Please mark the following Summer dates for leadership formation for 
adults and young adults in youth and young adult ministry.
• August 15 - 17, Nuts & Bolts Conference for adult leaders in youth 
ministry and adult leaders in young adult ministry.  It will be held at the 
Weber Inn in Ann Arbor.  Steve Angrisano is our keynote and featured 
presenter on Saturday.  Workshops will be available in basic youth 
ministry, young adult ministry and Spanish speaking track.  The focus 
of the theme track and Spanish speaking track will be preparing for and 
responding to crisis in ministerial settings and in the lives of our people.  
Registration is on our website.
http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/youthministry/index.html

Other Youth & Young Adult Activities
• The Veritas Reteat will take place September 26 - 28 at St. Mary 
Church in Swartz Creek.  Watch for registration material for this young 
adult retreat in the Flint area.  You will find more on our website: http://
www.dioceseoflansing.org/youngadult/index.html. In the spirit of mutual 
program planning and support for each others’ programs, To Encounter 
Christ will be scheduled in the Flint area at another time.

EDUCATION AND CATECHESIS
• Young Adult Mass and 
Brunch with the Bishop has 
been added to our 2008 - 2009 
calendar.  It will take place October 
12 at Holy Redeemer Church 
in Burton.  Noon Mass will be 
followed by an opportunity to share 
food and faith with Bishop Boyea 
and our young adults.  Watch for 
registration forms in August.

SEPTEMBER 30 IS THE 
DEADLINE. . . 
. . .for ordering CAFÉ 
merchandise to enhance 
your adult faith formation 
efforts.  Coffee mugs, 

coasters and large banners are 
available.  Sets of 8 CAFÉ posters 
are free.  Order forms were mailed 
to everyone on the parish adult 
education leader mailing list.  To 
request another order form, contact: 
Ava at 517-342-2484 or apung@
dioceseoflansing.org.

PASTORS/PASTORAL 
COORDINATORS

Goal 4.3, Strategy B: Continue 
and/or initiate certification, 
on-going formation, networking 
opportunities and ministry 
support groups for various lay 
and professional ministries.
As we begin the program year, it 
is a good opportunity to discuss 
a growth plan and timeline for 
acquiring academic background for 
ministry for those members of your 
parish staff in significant positions 
of leadership, whether full-time, 
part-time or volunteer.  There 
are multiple avenues for staff to 
acquire such background.  Growth 
plans and time lines can vary.  Your 
interest and encouragement can 
make a difference in equipping 
all of our parish staff members 
with the background required for 
ministry in the 21st century.  Call: 
Nancy Joseph at 517-342-2512, 
Sally Amman at 517-342-2483, 
Michael Andrews at 571-342-2479, 
Pat Rinker at 517-342-2485, Rita 
Thiron at 517-342-2476 or Pete Ries 
at 517-342-2486.

mailto:pries@dioceseoflansing.org
http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/youngadult/index.html
mailto:apung@dioceseoflansing.org
mailto:njoseph@dioceseoflansing.org
mailto:samman@diocesoflansing.org
mailto:mandrews@dioceseoflansing.org
mailto:prinker@dioceseoflansing.org
mailto:rthiron@dioceseoflansing.org
mailto:pries@dioceseoflansing.org


EDUCATION AND CATECHESIS

ANNUAL DIOCESAN ADULT 
FAITH FORMATION CONFERENCE

Goal 3: Provide vibrant, lifelong faith formation opportunities which 
enable us to live the gospel.
Directors of Adult Faith Formation, RCIA Directors, Directors of 
Evangelization and their teams/committees, Pastors/Pastoral Coordinators 
and pastoral staff members:

Wednesday, September 3, 9:30am – 2:30pm, Diocesan Center.  The day 
will include:

A) 9:00am -- hospitality, review of recent resources, pick up 2008 - 2009 
Welcome Home Sunday materials

B) 9:30am – opening prayer, welcome from Bishop Boyea

C) 9:45am – 12:30pm – major presentation/workshop, Adult Faith 
Formation: If It Is Broken, Let’s Fix It! with Tom Zanzig, national 
speaker for adult faith formation.  When Tom was with us last year, he 
challenged those in adult faith formation to change their focus from AFF 
as “adult education courses” to “community-based spiritual direction”.  
He rejoins us this year to explore more deeply what that shift entails and 
to share a series of practical strategies we can use to move from theory to 
practice, from vision to reality.

D) 12:30 – 1:30pm – Lunch

E) 1:30 – 2:30pm – Presentations/conversations around four different 
adult faith formation programs (30 minute segments—can choose two)
• Eight Great Dates (marriage enrichment)
• Theology Brewing/Theology on Tap (young adults)
• Whole Community Catechesis (family)
• P, B & J (pizza, beverage, and Jesus) (general adult, young families)

Fill out and return the registration form below to: Registration Clerk, 
Diocese of Lansing, 300 West Ottawa Street, Lansing, Michigan, 48933.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
NAME:   
POSITION:
PARISH:
CITY:
PHONE:
EMAIL:
REGISTRATION FEE (INCLUDES LUNCH) $25.00: 

REMINDER
Common Strategy 3: Assist 
every parish to develop a plan to 
improve communication.
DREs, CYMs, Directors of 
Adult Education, Directors of 
Evangelization, RCIA Directors, 
Principals - if you have not yet done 
so, please send in your 2008 - 2009 
contracts by September 1.

PASTORS/PASTORAL 
COORDINATORS AND 

PARISH CATECHETICAL 
LEADERS

Common Strategy 2: Develop 
an assessment tool based on the 
seven goals to address parish life.
If your parish has never done the 
Parish Catechetical Review, 
consider beginning it this year.  If 
you did the Review 5 or more years 
ago, it is time to do it again.

The Review is an opportunity 
to give some concrete, practical 
direction to the faith formation 
aspects of your parish’s goals 
which were derived from doing the 
Parish Assessment Tool, its 
annual updates and now the Parish 
Evaluation Inventory.  It also 
relates to the concept of having a 
parish catechetical plan (National 
Directory for Catechesis, P. 
255).  This will result in a more 
detailed picture of where your 
parish wants to go in developing its 
faith formation programs for adults, 
teens and children over the next 5 - 
7  years.

When your parish is ready to 
begin this process, call: Pete 
Ries at 517-342-2486 or Michael 
Andrews at 517-342-2479 to discuss 
various approaches to recruiting 
your working committee.  Pete or 
Michael will come to your parish to 
do a two-hour inservice about the 
workbook and various stages of the 
process once your committee has 
been recruited.  The workbooks are 
available at $3.25 a copy.

mailto:pries@dioceseoflansing.org
mailto:mandrews@dioceseoflansing.org


Help us decrease printing and posting expenses!
To receive VOICES Alive via e-mail each month, send a request to mdiebold@DioceseofLansing.org

diocesan calendar 
August  - September 2008

August 14	 Summer Scripture Days - SFRC, DeWitt

		  DRE Advisory - Diocesan Center, 9:30am - 		
		  12:00pm

August 15-17	 Nuts & Bolts 2008 - Weber’s Inn, Ann Arbor

August 15-18	 Seminarian Summer Gathering - Bethany 

		  House, DeWitt

August 15	 Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary - 		
		  Holy Day of Obligation 
August 16	 Candidacy Mass for Seminarians

		  Conversations in Ministry - Diocesan Center, 	
		  Madonna Hall

		  We Care Seminar - Holy Cross, Lansing, 9:00am - 	
		  12:00pm

		  We Care Seminar - Catholic Charities, Flint, 		
		  9:00am - 3:00pm

August 17-18	 Discernment Retreat for Seminarian Prospects - 	
		  Bethany House, DeWitt

August 17	 Closing Mass - St. Agnes Parish, Flint, 11:00am

		  Bishop’s Informational Dinner - Bethany House, 	
		  DeWitt, 3:00 - 6:00pm

August 18	 LCCMA - Holy Trinity, Ypsilanti, 9:00am - 		
		  12:00pm

August 19	 Remarriage Facilitators, 6:30 - 7:00pm

August 22 	 We Care Seminar - Catholic Social Services, Ann 	
		  Arbor, 6:30 - 9:00pm

August 23	 We Care Seminar - Catholic Social Services, Ann 	
		  Arbor, 9:00am - 12:30pm

August 24	 Introduction to NFP Class - St. Jude, DeWitt, 	
		  4:00 - 6:00pm

August 26	 Permanent Diaconate Institution to Acolyte - St. 	
		  Mary Cathedral, Lansing, 7:00 - 10:00pm

August 27	 CAFE Advisory, 9:30am - 12:30pm

		  Christian Initiation Advisory, 11:45am - 3:00pm

		  Permanent Diaconate Rite of Candidacy - St. 		
		  Mary Cathedral, Lansing, 7:00 - 10:00pm

August 28	 Introduction to NFP Class - St. Mary, Pinckney, 	
		  7:00 - 9:00pm 
September 1	 Labor Day - Diocesan Central Services Closed

September 3	 Adult Faith Formation Conference, 9:30am - 	
		  2:30pm

September 4	 Protecting God’s Children Awareness Session - St. 	
		  Thomas the Apostle Parish, Ann Arbor, 6:30pm

September 5	 We Care Seminar - Catholic Charities, Jackson, 	
		  6:00 - 9:00pm

September 6	 We Care Seminar - Catholic Charities, Jackson, 	
		  9:00am - 12:00pm

September 8	 Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

September 9	 Bishop’s Golf Classic for Seminarian Education

		  Diocesan Committee to Develop a Pastoral 		
		  Response to Pornography, 10:00am - 12:00pm


