


RESTORATIVE JUSTICE
There are many faces of the poor
and needy seen on the streets of
the diocese. Some of those that we
may not recognize are the older kids
who have aged out of foster care and
have nowhere to go and no family.
Being on your own at age eighteen
can be extremely difficult. Someone
to offer assistance in time of need is
often all that is needed to get these
kids on the right track. Also, there
are those kids who have a parent in
prison. The parent at home bears
a difficult burden exacerbated
by stigma. Statistical evidence
shows that 70% of children of
incarcerated offenders will someday
be incarcerated themselves. This
is certainly a startling number
considering that Michigan is one
of the nation’s leaders in people
sentenced to prison. Somehow
this cycle of incarceration must be
broken.

The Diocese of Lansing Office of
Restorative Justice is seeking help
to assist these individuals. Please
consider volunteering some of
your time this Christmas season by

calling: 517-342-2495.

PRO-LIFE MARCH
January 22, 2008 will once again
see thousands of pro-life families,
clergy and individuals March for
Life in Washington, D.C.. Buses will
be going from Pinckney as well as
other locations around the diocese.
If you have an interest in attending
this year’s march, contact: Rory at

rhoipkemier@dioceseoflansing.org.

FOOD VIDEO FOR
CHILDREN
An entertaining animated video,
The True Cost of Food, is available
to teach children the background
to the foods they eat. Copies
are available for free from www.

truecostoffood.org.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES ﬂj

NCOD PASTORAL WEEK

The National Catholic Office for the Deaf will hold its annual Pastoral
Week from January 18 - 23, 2008 in New Orleans, Louisiana. The theme
is “See, I Make All Things New!”. The keynote speaker is Ella Lentz who
will share her work with ASL, poetry and Deafthood. Another topic will be
Social Justice from Witness to Innocence, an organization established by
Sr. Helen Prejean of New Orleans. Registration information can be found
online under Pastoral Week 2008 at www.NCOD.org or contact: Rose

Smith at rsmith@dioceseoflansing.org.

INTRODUCTION TO NFP CLASSES
The Introduction to Natural Family Planning classes:

« Saturday, January 12, 2008, 9:00 - 11:00am, St. Robert, Flushing MI

« Saturday, January 26, 2008, 10:30am - 12:00pm, St. Patrick, Brighton,
MI

» Monday, January 28, 2008, 7:00 - 9:00pm, St. Martha, Okemos, MI

« Sunday, February 10, 2008, 5:00 - 6:00pm, St. John the Evangelist,
Davison, MI

Pre-registration is required for all participants. For more information,

contact: NFP Program at 517-342-2587 or nfp@dioceseoflansing.org. You
can obtain the 2008 Introduction Class Schedule on our website.

NFP CLASSES OFFERED IN THE DIOCESE OF LANSING
In the Diocese of Lansing, the following methods of Natural Family
Planning are taught:

« Billings Ovulation Method - (all our Ovulation Classes will be $ 20.00 per
couples)

** January 9, 2008, 7:00pm at St. Anthony Church, Hillsdale, MI
**February 9, 2008, 10:00am at St. Anthony Church, Hillsdale MI
 Family of Americas Ovulation Method - (classes are $ 20.00 per couples)
** January 12, Holy Family Church, Grand Blanc from 10:00am - 12:00pm
** January 19, Diocese of Lansing, Lansing from 10:00am - 12:00pm

« Sympto-Thermal Method as taught by Couple to Couple League (CCL)

** need to check website for 2008 classes: www.ccl-mi.org

« Creighton Model (available at the Caritas Center for Women’s Health in
Ann Arbor)

We currently have “Why Should We Use Natural Family Planning?” and
“What is Natural Family Planning?” brochures in Spanish for those who
request them, as well as our Spanish DVD on NFP.

DID YOU KNOW?
The holiday season is supposed to be a time full of joy, parties and
gatherings with friends and families. But the holidays can be a difficult
time for many persons dealing with personal grief, loneliness or illnesses
of all kinds. One in four families sitting in the pews is living with someone
who has a mental illness. Many are suffering in silence and are afraid

to share their pain with others. Mental Illness: “Coping with the
Holidays” flyer can be downloaded from the website: http://www.

mentalhealthministries.net/links resources/brochures.html.


http://www.mentalhealthministries.net/links_resources/brochures.html
http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/nfp/NFPBrochure.pdf
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LEFT TO TELL
Left to Tell by Immaculee Ilibagiza is the more-than-inspiring true story
of a survivor of the Rwandan genocide of 1994. Immaculee’s growth in
her Catholic faith and prayer life, as well as her grace-filled forgiveness
of those who slaughtered her family, is a story you cannot put down and
will want to share with others. The book is available for $9.00 (regularly
$14.95) from the Life Justice Office. Contact: Colleen at candrews@

dioceseoflansing.org.

WASHTENAW CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER
It is every parent’s worst fear and it is not something ever discussed in
polite company, so you can imagine the distress a child goes through
when they have been sexually abused by an adult; Was it my fault? Will
anyone believe me?. Not to mention how frightening it is to undergo a
medical exam and be asked repeatedly by police officers, doctors, social
workers and teachers all the details of what happened. It adds undue
pain to an already traumatic situation. This scenario is played out many
times each year, which is why Catholic Social Services of Washtenaw
County established the Washtenaw Child Advocacy Center (WCAC) two
years ago. In addition to Catholic Social Services, the WCAC is a coalition
involving Washtenaw County law enforcement and prosecutors, health
care professionals and the Department of Human Services, which provides
young abuse victims comprehensive medical, psychological and legal
assistance at one site. This one-stop approach minimizes the trauma to
children and families by offering crisis intervention services, coordinated
case management, counseling assistance and emotional support while the
case winds its way through the legal system. For more information on
the WCAC, please call: 734-544-2925, or visit the Catholic Social Services

website at: www.csswashtenaw.org.

CHASTITY TEAM NEEDED
Are you weary of seeing our teens led down the path of self-destruction
presented by the media? If you have an interest in presenting a positive,
relevant chastity message to teens in our diocese, please contact: Rory at
rhoipkemier@dioceseoflansing.org. Parents, teens or interested friends
are all welcome. Young adults who want to share their testimony are also
needed.

DISABILITY RESOURCE
DisAbility Awareness Activity Book for Children, Youth and Families
written by Joann Davis, illustrated by Todd Gale, DRE, Queen of the
Miraculous Medal Parish, Jackson.

This book is a unique opportunity for your children at home or in a
classroom setting to learn about people with disAbilities through: mazes,
puzzles, Saints with disAbilities, Braille page, web connections, do’s and
don’ts, prayer service, accessibility survey and much more. This activity
book is a fundraiser for Rainbow Homes (Christian nonprofit supported
living for adults with cognitive disabilities in Holt) and Queen of the
Miraculous Medal Parish Youth Program. For more information, go to:

http://home.catholicweb.com/disAbilityawareness/.

DISABILITY NEWS
Rainbow Homes, a Christian
non-profit supported living for
adults with cognitive disabilities in
Holt, has expanded their program
by purchasing a third quad-plex.

By expanding, we will be able

to offer supported apartment

living to 22 adults with cognitive
disabilities. We are in the process of
renovating our “Community Room”
to accommodate this expansion.
Rainbow Homes recognizes
cognitive disabilities as a natural
part of the human experience. A
disability should not diminish

the right of an individual to live
independently, exert control and
choice over their lives or to fully
participate in and contribute to their
communities. These individuals
should enjoy full integration and
inclusion in the economic, political,
social, cultural and educational
mainstream of our society. Visit our
new website and consider an end of
the year donation to this program
that has changed the life experience
of persons with cognitive disabilities

for over eight years. http://www.
rainbow-homes.org/

disAbility Christmas
Celebration - Saturday, January
5, 2008 Ministry with Persons
with disAbilities invites all persons
with disAbilities from the diocese
and their families to attend this
celebration. It will be held at the
Diocesan Center, Madonna Hall
at 228 North Walnut Street from
2:00 - 5:00pm. Reservations are
required for this event. Please
contact: Joann at 517-342-2497 or

jdavis@dioceseoflansing.org before

January 2, 2008.

Ministry with
Persons with
disAbilities

Accessing hearts,
minds and buildings


mailto:candrews@dioceseoflansing.org
http://www.rainbow-homes.org/

CONGRATULATIONS
...to five lay ecclesial ministers

commissioned by Bishop Mengeling

on November 3, 2007 at St. Mary
Cathedral:

Mary Louise Hahn-Setta, St.
Mary, Chelsea

Regina Moskal, St. Paul,
Owosso

Jacqueline Claire Popadich,
Holy Redeemer, Burton

David C. Woods, St. Dominic,
Clinton; St. Elizabeth,
Tecumseh

Melinda P. Ziegler, St.
Catherine, Concord

Jacqueline (Jacki) at age 28 is the
youngest lay ecclesial minister to
be commissioned in our Diocese.
Currently serving as DRE at Holy
Redeemer in Burton, Jacki was
accompanied by her mother,
Mary Lou Hahn-Setta (CYM at
St. Mary in Chelsea) who was also
commissioned this year. They
timed the completion of their
studies so that they could celebrate
this milestone together.
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PASTORAL PLANNING

SHARING THE WEALTH...

KNITTING FOR A DIFFERENCE
The Pastoral Planning Office has seen a wealth of good ideas come to life
as the work of pastoral planning goes on in our parishes. Since March
2006, we have been featuring one of these ideas each month via the
“Sharing the Wealth” link on the diocesan webpage. We have fleshed-
out each idea in an article that tells you everything you need to know,
including contacts who will help you get started. As we add one each
month, it is becoming an impressive array of success stories. There are
21 articles there now. There is probably one or more that your parish can
adopt and adapt.

A group of dedicated knitters at St. Catherine Labouré parish in Concord
have a theme, “Making the world a better place, one stitch at a time.” Not
only are their Chemo Caps warming heads of cancer patients, but the caps
are warming hearts as well with Caps for Kids.

Since March of this year, over 300 of the chemo caps have been distributed
to cancer patients and oncology units in Jackson, Marshall and Coldwater.
Many of the knitters see this ministry as a way of “giving back” after
having experienced chemo-therapy or because a friend or family member
has faced cancer. Check out the "Sharing the Wealth" link at www.
dioceseoflansing.org to read the entire article.

|
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FORMATION

HOLIDAY GIVING 2007!
Members of the Department of Formation chose “An Angel for
St. Vincent Catholic Charities” as the recipient of their Holiday
Giving 2007. Each year the department chooses a worthy cause
to contribute to during this blessed time of year. We remember
the many blessings we each have and give generously so that
others (especially the children) might enjoy the Birth of Jesus
with joy in their hearts.

Our donation of $180.00 will be used to purchase gifts for the
children who live at St. Vincent Home. Thank you, Department
of Formation, for helping to make this Christmas brighter for
some less fortunate young people.

Father Jerry Vincke, Formation Dept. Chairman


http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/pastoralplanning/sharingprograms.html
http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/pastoralplanning/sharingprograms.html

FORMATION

UPCOMING EVENTS
2008
January 7 - 10
Region VI Forum for Pastoral Leadership
Webers’ Inn, Ann Arbor
Theme: The Prophetic Spirituality of Jesus

January 13
Vocations Week - Baptism of the Lord

February 2
World Day for Consecrated Life - Presentation of the Lord

February 6
Ash Wednesday

February 14
Priest Lenten Day of Reflection with Bishop - SFRC, DeWitt

February 22

Ongoing formation event with Fr. Dan Jones, Sacred Heart Seminary - St.
Agnes, Fowlerville

March 6

Diocesan Staff Retreat Day at St. Francis Retreat Center

March 23

Easter

April 6

Vocations to the Priesthood Sunday - Good Shepherd Sunday
April 18 - 20

Women’s Discernment to Religious Life Retreat
April 25

PPMA Spring Event - Brighton

with Nick Synko

April 28 - May 2

Priest Annual Retreat - Bethany House, DeWitt
with Fr. Timothy Gallagher

May 4

Permanent Diaconate Discernment Day
Diocesan Center - Madonna Hall

2:00 - 5:00pm

May 15

2nd Annual Golf Tournament for Seminarians
May 17

Permanent Deacon Aspirants Day of Reflection

St. Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt
9:00am - 4:00pm

June 14
Holy Hour for Vocations

June 27

Senior Priest Appreciation
Luncheon

July 24
Priest Summer Day - Bethany
House, DeWitt

with Msgr. Jeffrey Monforton,
Rector of Sacred Heart Seminary

July 25
Lugnuts Game - family night for
Vocations

August
2nd Annual Priest Golf Outing

August 9
2nd Annual “Run thru Hell”
fundraiser for Seminarians

August 10

Vocations to Permanent Diaconate
Sunday - St. Lawrence

August 16

Conversations in Ministry
Diocesan Center, Madonna Hall -
9:00am - 3:00pm

Theme: Diversity Workshop or
“Chataqua”

Presenter: Ron Landfair, Director,
Black Catholic Ministry

August 16
Candidacy Mass for Seminarians

August 17
Prospective Seminarian Dinner with
Bishop

August17-18
Discernment Retreat for Seminarian
Prospects

August 20

Perm. Diaconate Rite of Candidacy
St. Mary Cathedral - Vesper Service
- 7:00pm

Reception to follow, Madonna Hall
August 28

Perm. Diac. Institution to Acolyte
St. Mary Cathedral - Mass - 7:00pm
Reception to follow, Madonna Hall



Middle School Youth Rally will
be Saturday, March 8, at Fr. Luke

M. Powers High School in Flint.
Our keynote presenters will be
Apex. Apex features Gene and Brad,
two slightly off center jugglers who
will dazzle you with their school,
befuddle you with their humor and
inspire you with their Christian
message and witness. Teens and
adults both love them. They have
performed for several national
conferences and diocesan rallies.
Also featured are: Metro Inflatables,
dancing, food, music and an
inspiring liturgy. Registration
material will be available soon.

State Young Adult Conference
is March 29 at St. Francis of

Assisi Church in Ann Arbor. Each
workshop round will feature two
workshops in Spanish and four in
English. Translation equipment
will be used to enable our Spanish
speaking young adults to enjoy the
whole event. Program schedule
includes lunch, supper workshops,
keynote, liturgy and much more.
Watch for details in January.

Nuts & Bolts 2008 features

Steve Angrisano

Mark your calendar for August

15 - 17, 2008 at the Weber’s Inn in
Ann Arbor. Steve Angrisano will be
our keynote. Our theme will focus
on responding in time of crisis.
Steve brings with him an incredible
experience and perspective from
his history in responding at the
time of the Columbine school
shooting’s. We are asking Steve

to make Saturday a time to reflect
on the time of crisis of a spiritual
perspective while looking at Sunday
workshops as a more practical how
do we prepare and what do we do.
This theme is applicable to all who
minister with youth and young
adults, in schools, parishes and
campus ministry settings. Please
prioritize, having your adult leaders
in youth, young adult, school and
campus ministry participating in
this event.

EDUCATION AND CATECHESIS

CAFE
Goal 3.1: Create comprehensive continuing adult
education and formation opportunities.
There are many reasons why people are not able to
) always come to programs in parishes and regions. It
is possible to go to where they are: for example, to

D a workplace where several parishioners might be

ca-'—’é employed for a pre-work or lunch hour discussion?
Are there several parishioners living in a senior citizen

apartment complex? What about a mall or shopping area where people
gather? Are there public meeting spaces available where you could

offer prayer and conversation? Could several parishes, a region or an
ecumenical grouping of parishes join together to rent a space in a mall and
provide resources and services?

2

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT EVENTS

Regional Young Adult Meetings

Goal 7.1, Strategy C: Establish Catholic youth and young adult
councils to plan regular inter-parish activities.

Cristo Rey Church invites the Lansing and Jackson area young adults to
join them for an experience of the Posadas on Friday, December 21 at
7:00pm. A brief explanation of the Posadas will start the event. Please
bring your rosary. A social will follow with an opportunity to reflect on the
experience. Cristo Rey Church is on Miller Road in Lansing.

Youth events committees meet January 12, 10:00am at IHM Church
in Lansing. The Diocesan Youth Advisory Committee has their overnight
meeting beginning at 3:00pm Saturday at the Quality Inn on Grand River
Avenue in Lansing. They conclude Sunday with lunch.

Mass & Brunch with the Bishop is February 24 at St. Thomas Aquinas
in East Lansing. Please go to our young adult website for registration

material: http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/youngadult/index.html.
When: Sunday, February 24, 2008

Where: St. Thomas, East Lansing

Time: 11:00am Mass and brunch begins following mass.
Registration Deadlines and Cost:

Postmarked on or before February 18, 2008, the cost is $10 per person

Postmarked after February 18, 2008, the cost is $12 per person (If you are
registering at the door, please call ahead for a food count.)

For more information, please call: The Young Adult Ministry Office, Pat
Rinker at 517-342-2485 or Kimmel Griwatsch at 517-342-2484.
Activities:

» Moving parish liturgy presided over by Bishop Mengeling

« Opportunity to meet other young adults

« Wonderful meal catered by St. Thomas Young Adult Ministry

« An opportunity to listen and converse with Bishop Mengeling


mailto:prinker@dioceseoflansing.org
mailto:kgriwatsch@dioceseoflansing.org

EDUCATION AND CATECHESIS

2008 MICHIGAN WINTER GATHERING OF PARISH AND

DIOCESAN CATECHETICAL LEADERS
Goal 4.3, Strategy A: Emphasize through formation and education
that spiritual growth in the likeness of Christ is the heart of ministry
and leadership.
DREs, CYMs, Principals, Directors of Adult Faith Formation, RCIA
Directors, Directors of Evangelization and others engaged in catechetical
ministry are invited to join with their peers in ministry from across the
state for a 25 hour ministry renewal, Thursday, January 10, 12:00pm
to Friday, January 11, 1:00pm at the Center for Ministry in Saginaw,
Michigan. Theme: Fundamentalism: A Response to its Many Forms.
Conference, lodging and four meals is $90. Registration deadline is
January 4. For a registration brochure, contact: Margaret at 517-342-2555

or mgrima@dioceseoflansing.org.
ONE DAY RETREAT

Goal 3.1: Create comprehensive continuing adult education and
SJormation opportunities.

Principals, DREs, CYMs, Directors of Adult Faith Formation, RCIA
Directors, Directors of Evangelization, Pastoral Ministers: plan to attend
the Pastoral Ministers/Administrators Retreat Thursday, February 28,
9:00am - 3:00pm at Bethany House, DeWitt. Dr. Mary Dumm, pastoral
associate at St. Blase, Sterling Heights and instructor in the diocesan
ministry formation program, will lead this day of reflection, sharing and
relaxation with others involved in educational, catechetical and pastoral
ministry. Registration materials are now available. Contact: Claudia Kaloz

at 517-342-2482 or ckaloz@dioceseoflansing.org.
NATIONAL FAITH FORMATION CONFERENCES

Goal 4.3: Increase leadership among the laity through formation,
education and active service.

1) The 72nd Annual National Conference for Catechetical Leadership will
be held in Houston, Texas, April 6 - 10, 2008. This is intended for all
catechetical leaders. For registration materials, go to www.nccl.org or
contact: Michael Andrews at 517-342-2479, mandrews@dioceseoflansing.
org or Pete Ries at 517-342-2486, pries@dioceseoflansing.org.

2) The National Association of Parish Catechetical Directors (NPCD)
Annual Convocation will be held in Indianapolis, Indiana, March 25 -

28. Held in conjunction with the Annual NCEA Conference, it features
over 700 exhibits, professional development workshops, issues forums
and roundtable conversations. For registration material, contact:
202-337-6232 or www.npcd@ncea.org.

PARISH STAFF
Goal 4, Strategy C: Utilize multiple educational institutions, diocesan
central office personnel and financial resources to form and educate
people for ministry.
If you have never had a course in program administration, we call your
attention to Ministry, Management and Leadership, a three credit course
being offered at the Diocesan Center on Saturdays, 9:00am - 12:00pm,
beginning January 5. Everyone in organized ministry for adults, teens or
children will find this course useful for their work. Call: 517-342-2512 for a
registration form.

NATIONAL PASTORAL
PLAN FOR ADULT FAITH
FORMATION

Sections of the
pastoral on adult
faith formation
are being cited
for consideration
by parish leaders and parish
adult education committees.

To order a copy for $5.95 plus
shipping, contact: Margaret Grima
at 517-342-2555 or mgrima@
dioceseoflansing.org.

A) some theory: “The diocese will
have a clear strategy for developing
parish adult faith formation leaders,
teams and catechists” (P. 53).

B) some implications: “It is
crucial that parishes have reliable
assistance from their diocesan
offices in forming parish leadership,
teams and catechists for adult faith
formation” (P. 53).

C) some strategy: “The diocese
builds community and connections
among parish adult faith formation
leaders and supports parish adult
faith formation teams in various
ways” (P. 53). The diocese of
Lansing has 6 regional adult faith
formation representatives who
periodically convene parish adult
faith formation leaders in their
local areas. In addition, a 10 clock
hour training program for parish
adult faith formation committees
is available by contacting: Pete
Ries at 517-342-2486 or pries@
dioceseoflansing.org.

RITE OF ELECTION &
CALL TO CONTINUING
CONVERSION

February 9, 11:00am, St. Francis of
Assisi, Ann Arbor
February 10, 3:00pm, Holy Family,
Grand Blanc
February 16, 11:00am, St. Mary,
Pinckney
February 17, 3:00pm, St. Mary
Cathedral, Lansing


mailto:mandrews@dioceseoflansing.org
mailto:mgrima@dioceseoflansing.org
mailto:pries@dioceseoflansing.org

December 23
Dec. 24-Jan. 1
December 25

December 26
December 27
December 28
December 30
December 31

January 1

January 5

January 5 - 6

January 6

DIOCESAN CALENDAR

DECEMBER 2007 - JANUARY 2008

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Diocesan Central Service Offices Closed

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord/
Christmas Day

Diocesan Central Service Offices Closed
Feast Day of St. Stephen

Diocesan Central Service Offices Closed
Feast Day of St. John

Diocesan Central Service Offices Closed
Feast Day of Holy Innocents

Diocesan Central Service Offices Closed
Feast of the Holy Family

Diocesan Central Service Offices Closed
Young Adult New Year's Eve Party - TBA
Diocesan Central Service Offices Closed

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God - Holy Day of
Obligation

Diocesan Central Service Offices Closed

Annual Christmas Celebration for Persons with
disAbilities from the Diocese, 2:00 - 5:00pm,

Madonna Hall, Lansing

Remarriage Seminar - St. Joseph Retreat Center,
Jackson

Epiphany of the Lord

January 8
January 10
January 11 - 12

January 12
January 12 - 13
January 13
January 16

January 17

January 21
January 22
January 25

January 26

CYM Advisory, 9:30am
Diocesan Coordinating Commission

Michigan Winter Gathering of Parish and
Diocesan Catechetical Leaders - Saginaw, MI

Youth Events - IHM, Lansing, 10:00am

DYAC Overnight Meeting - Lansing

Baptism of the Lord

Diocesan CAFé Advisory Committee - Diocesan
Center, 9:30am - 12:30pm

Diocesan Christian Initiation Advisory Committee
- Diocesan Center, 12:00 - 3:00pm

Diocesan Pastoral Council Meeting

Diocesan Board of Education & Catechesis -
Diocesan Center, 6:15pm

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Diocesan Pastoral Council Meeting

CCMI (Christians Concerned about Mental
Illness) - Diocesan Center Logos, 12:00 - 1:00pm,

12th Anniversary of the Ordination of Bishop Carl
F. Mengeling

Caregiver & Person with disAbilities Retreat Days
- St. Casimir Parish, Lansing, 2:00 - 5:00pm
Confirmation - St. Michael, Grand Ledge, 4:30pm
Celebrant: Msgr. Michael Murphy
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