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ENCOURAGE SUPPORT GROUP MEETING 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Lansing Chapter 

 
 

 When: Sunday, June 13, 2010 from 2:30 to 4:00pm 
 
 Where:        Holy Spirit Parish 
           Winans Lake Road 
           Hamburg, Michigan 

 
 Directions: US-23 to Silver Lake Rd. Exit (exit #55) West on Silver Lake Rd. to Whitmore 

Lake Rd. (a short distance). South on Whitmore Lake Rd. to Winans Lake Rd.(a three way stop).  West on 
Winans Lake Rd. approximately one mile to entrance marked with a sign for Holy Spirit 
Cemetery and Holy Spirit Rectory and School. Turn left. We meet in portable classroom 
number four. Look for Encourage signs.  

 
We have a very special opportunity for those who are able to attend this month’s 

meeting. Dan, a relatively new Courage member, has consented to attend our June 
meeting and share his testimony. We had the privilege of hearing Dan share his story 
with Bishop Blair and some of the priests from the Toledo Diocese. It was excellent! Dan 
has also been selected to give his testimony on the opening night of this year’s Annual 
Courage Conference. Thus, attending our June meeting will give you the opportunity for 
a “sneak preview”. We urge you to make the effort to attend. 

 
Enclosed with this letter is a personal communication from the new  Director of 

Courage and Encourage, Fr. Paul Check. In it he gives us an update on events 
surrounding his appointment to the Directorship as well as words of encouragement. 

 
We have also been notified that the Catholic television network EWTN will air 

the documentary A Profile on Courage: Fr. John F. Harvey, O.S.F.S. on August 4th at 
10:00 pm and again on August 7th at 5:00 am. It is an excellent visual biography on Fr, 
Harvey, the beloved founder of Courage. Mark your calendar. 

    
Finally, we have included with this mailing a descriptive brochure and registration 

form for the 2010 Annual Courage/Encourage Conference on July 29, 30, 31 and August 
1stat St. Mary of the Lake University, Mundelein, Illinois. We guarantee that your 
attendance at the conference will be one of the most spiritually enriching experiences of 
your life. The location is isolated from the rest of the busy world, and the grounds are 



beautiful. Daily Mass, Morning Prayer, Eucharistic Adoration and Reconciliation are 
planned around excellent presentations and quiet interaction with Courage and Encourage 
members. Plan now to attend! Mark your calendars, set the money aside and commit to 
participate. We can say without reservation that our first conference changed our lives 
and every conference since has been a significant event in our lives. If nothing else, it is a 
wonderful spiritual retreat. 

 
Remember please that we unite to pray each Thursday to the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus in reparation for our sins and the sins against human sexuality such as same-sex 
behavior and abortion. Reparation is making amends for the wrongs committed through 
our sinful condition. Additionally, we pray as intercessors for all our loved ones who 
will, like the prodigal, someday return home. We generally follow the model given to us 
by St. Margaret Mary Alacoque in the booklet Holy Hour of Reparation published by 
CMJ Marian Publishers. If you would like a copy of the booklet, we have a small supply 
in our office or you can order one by calling the publisher at 1-888-636-6799. “That the 
necessity of reparation is especially urgent today must be evident to everyone who 
considers the present plight of the world, ‘seated in wickedness’. The Sacred Heart of 
Jesus promised to St. Margaret Mary that He would reward abundantly with His graces 
all those who should render this honor to His Heart.” (Pope Pius XI Encyclical 
Miserentissimus) 

 
Please note if you cannot attend the June13th meeting, our next regular meeting 

is July 18, 2010. We hope to see you there. 
For more information regarding our meetings, or to talk about the issue of same-

sex attraction in your lives, call us at 517-351-3315 or email us at caverart@comcast.net 
We look forward to meeting with you. Let us remember, however, to always 

respect the right of each to complete confidentiality. 
 

 
Trusting in Jesus, 
 

 
 
Bob and Susan Cavera 
 
“Pleasures of the flesh are always greater in anticipation than in realization, but 

the joys of the spirit are always greater in realization than in anticipation.” 
From Peace of Soul by Bishop Fulton J. Sheen 
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“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”(II Cor 12:9) 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
The Lord’s peace to all of you. 
 
In December of 2007, my Bishop, His Excellency William E. Lori of the Diocese of Bridgeport, 
released me from parish work, at the request of Fr. John F. Harvey, O.S.F.S., to work for the 
main office of Courage on a fulltime basis. In January of this year, Archbishop Timothy M. 
Dolan confirmed my appointment as the successor to Fr. Harvey in the role of the Executive 
Director of Courage, International. I am humbled by the trust Archbishop Dolan, Bishop Lori, 
and Fr. Harvey have placed in me, and I am grateful to you, dear members of Courage and 
EnCourage and friends and supporters of these noble apostolates, for your prayers, counsel, 
and patience during this time of transition. 
 
I have served as a diocesan Courage chaplain since 2003, and this work has been a wonderful 
source of grace for my priesthood. The men in our Courage group here in Connecticut have 
taught me a great deal about the nature of same-sex attraction. But more importantly, I have 
observed in them and other members of Courage, in families connected to EnCourage, and in 
so many involved in the work of the apostolate, abundant evidence of the grace about which my 
patron saint writes in Second Corinthians: “For when I am weak, then I am strong.” (12:10) 
This is the Christian spirit at its truest and best, because it is the spirit and heart of Christ on the 
Cross…and it is very much the spirit of the men and women of Courage and the families of 
EnCourage…a spirit of trust and filial piety. 
 
Another tremendous source of grace for my priesthood has been Mother Teresa and her 
Missionaries of Charity. “Joy is the net that catches souls,” she often told us. I have witnessed 
much joy in those who are part of Courage, their struggles with same-sex attraction 
notwithstanding, as well as in our beloved founding director, Fr. Harvey. 
 
In time, I would like to offer my ideas about the future of Courage based on the strong 
foundation built by Fr. Harvey through his exemplary fidelity and generosity for so many years. 
I think often about our spiritual father, the Servant of God Terence Cardinal Cooke, and the 
founding grace that I believe he received from the Holy Spirit to begin Courage as I consider the 
next chapter in the life and work of the apostolate. For now, however, I shall limit this letter to 
some important information, an earnest request, and a strong suggestion. 
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Bishop Lori has assigned me to Courage as my principal work for the Church. One of my 
favorite figures in the Gospel is the centurion (not least because I am a former Marine…) from 
Chapter 7 of St. Luke. He describes himself as “a man set under authority” (v8), a description 
very much befitting the priest. So, God’s will for the priest comes through his superior. The 
priest can always be secure in the conviction that, as he does the work the Church asks of him, 
he is striving to do exactly what Christ the High Priest requires. In my case, in obedience to my 
Bishop, I must continue to carry out certain responsibilities here in my diocese, while serving as 
founding grace that I believe he received from the Holy Spirit to begin Courage as I consider the 
next chapter in the life and work of the apostolate. For now, however, I shall limit this letter to 
some important information, an earnest request, and a strong suggestion.  Bishop Lori has 
assigned me to Courage as my principal work for the Church. One of my favorite figures in the 
Gospel is the centurion (not least because I am a former Marine…) from Chapter 7 of St. Luke. 
He describes himself as “a man set under authority” (v8), a description very much befitting the 
priest. So, God’s will for the priest comes through his superior. The priest can always be secure 
in the conviction that, as he does the work the Church asks of him, he is striving to do exactly 
what Christ the High Priest requires. In my case, in obedience to my Bishop, I must continue to 
carry out certain responsibilities here in my diocese, while serving as the Executive Director of 
Courage. To facilitate this, Bishop Lori and Archbishop Dolan have agreed to relocate the main 
office of Courage from Manhattan to Norwalk, CT. This move will take place after the national 
conference. 
 
Now, for my earnest request. Courage receives some limited financial support directly from the 
Church. When I undertake the frequent travel that is part of the apostolic work of Courage, my 
expenses are generally covered by the host diocese or organization. But the operation of the 
main office, to include the salaries of our staff, office rental, etc. rests almost entirely upon our 
own efforts at fundraising. In years past, we have depended heavily on the response to our 
periodic newsletter (which as you know has not been published for sometime) in this way. In the 
future, we will do more to develop our fundraising methods, in order to expand the work of 
Courage. 
 
For the moment, I am asking everyone who reads this letter to write a check for $100 as a 
special gift to Courage. We are in very serious need of the financial wherewithal to move and 
set up the new office. Some of you may be able to do more, perhaps even considerably more, 
to support the work of Courage…please don’t hesitate! Courage will be a good steward of your 
generosity.  But for those to whom $100 is too much, please give whatever God’s providence 
will allow.  Finally, my strong suggestion: come to the Courage conference this summer. As you 
will see in the brochure, we are blessed with a very fine lineup of speakers and seminars. Our 
time in prayer and fellowship in Christ are invaluable for deepening in all of us the spiritual 
wisdom and witness St. Paul describes so poignantly. On a more personal note, I am looking 
forward to meeting you or seeing you again, the souls entrusted to my care during my tenure as 
Executive Director. 
 
To my brother priests who are serving as Courage chaplains: I assure you of my daily prayers 
and gratitude for your service to the apostolate. I hope to greet many of you in Chicago and to 
hear your suggestions about our future work together. 
 
Gratefully in Christ, 
 
 
 
Fr. Paul N. Check 
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